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a working hypothesis, that the Emperor was busy on
precisely analogous adventures. That hypothesis soon
justified itself.

Throughout the year 1895- it had seemed likely that
trouble was brewing in the Transvaal over the franchise
which the Uitlanders reasonably demanded and which
President Kruger refused to grant. Before the year was
over the storm broke. Dr. Jameson, the Administrator
of Rhodesia, collected five hundred irregular troops and,
on December 30, crossed the frontier of the Trans-
vaal in the expectation that the Uitlanders would rise.
The moment the news reached the Colonial Office
Mr. Chamberlain telegraphed to the Cape that Jameson
must be recalled, and officially repudiated the raid.
Jameson disregarded the order, the Uitlanders did not
support him, and on January i, 1896, his force surren-
dered to the Boers,

It was a great opportunity for the Emperor to
intervene with his usual recklessness. He had already
been interesting himself in Transvaal affairs, for Dr.
Leyds, Secretary of State to Kruger's Government,
was in Berlin, and both the Emperor and his Chancellor
had been in conference with him, while out at Pretoria
the German Consul, Herr von Herff, had the ear of the
President and did all in his power to stiffen the Boer
Government against granting the British demands.1
Despite Chamberlain's official repudiation and the personal
assurance of Sir Frank Lascelles, the newly appointed
Ambassador in Berlin, that the raid was a complete
surprise to the British Government, the Emperor wrote
to the Tsar: c Now suddenly the Transvaal Republic has
been attacked in a most foul way, as it seems not without

1 Lee, King Edward VII, i. p. 719, note.